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Theology is God-talk.



ÅThe Ten Theological theses on the Covid-19 pandemic just about to be 
published by the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC), rightly state 
that, άIƻǿ ǿŜ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ 
ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΧ ƛƴ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 

ÅAt this difficult time of COVID- 19 Pandemic, the Church as the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world, has a responsibility to counter 
misleading theologies (God-talk) and messages by promoting accurate 
and clear information, that is life-giving in accordance to relevant 
Scripture, in order to resist panic, and prevent stigma.

Introduction:



1. Explore some of the (misleading) theologies and scriptures that are 
being promoted during this time 

2. Ways in which faith leaders are responding to COVID-19, including 
addressing the spiritual and theological needs of the faith 
communities.

3. Finally, I will propose 3 theologies that need to be strengthened to 
enhance human co-existence including gender justice 

In this brief presentation, I will:



A. Apocalyptic interpretations that COVID-мф Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ

¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭŀƛƳΦ aŀǊƪ моΥон ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ Ψ.ǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǊ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ 
ƪƴƻǿǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΦΩ 

B. COVID-19 pandemic was and is the biblically prophesied 666 number mentioned in 
Revelations 13: 18  

This can be countered by the fact that interpretation of symbolisms in each phrase in the Book 
of Revelation has been quite complex and cannot be concluded by such a narrow view. 

/Φ ά/h±L5-19 has been sent by God as a punishment for world sins, and that the only way is to 
repent and pray day and night because even medicine will not be found

Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƴ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΦ bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
form of suffering can be attributed to sin e.g. in the case of Job and the man who was born blind 
in John 9:1-3

Misleading theologies on Coronavirus



Response by the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC)

(i) Countering misleading theologies

ÅAACC is working with churches at theological level, identifying and 
addressing misleading theologies in connection with COVID-19. AACC is 
for example just about to publish ά¢Ŝƴ ¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ¢ƘŜǎƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /h±L5-
мф tŀƴŘŜƳƛŎέΣwhich provides theological reflections to guide the thinking 
and actions of the church at this time. With thanks to Church of Sweden 
for support in publishing this resource. 

Churches responding to spiritual and 
theological needs of faith communities.



Response by the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC)

(ii) Addressing issues of GBV and child abuse through member churches

ÅOn 19th May, 2020 I hosted a zoom meeting on GBV and Child Abuse 
during Covid-19 Pandemic: Response of the Church in Africa. The 
conference brought together over 30 church leaders heading the gender 
ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΦ

ÅEach of them highlighted powerful interventions that are being put in 
place to mitigate forms of GBV, child abuse and hunger during the forced 
quarantine period. 

Churches responding to spiritual and 
theological needs of faith communities.



Response by the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC)

(iii) Defending the dignity of Africansby issuing statementse.g. 

ÅTo condemn the French researchers who implied the tests for vaccines 
should be done in Africa, 

ÅCondemning the racist, xenophobic discrimination of Africans in China.

(iv) AACC has also been involved a lot with the AU Youth Envoy webinars 
on COVID -19

Churches responding to spiritual and 
theological needs of faith communities.



Interventions by other Faith Actors

ÅStreaming services live, offering humanitarian support, leading national 
prayer days and teaching people the importance of obeying regulations 
from the Ministry of Health   

ÅOnline theological, pastoral and religious materials have been published 
ōȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά мл 
Commandments for Responsible Pastoral Reactions to the Corona-Crisis 
¢Ŝƴ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎέΤ  .ǊŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΣ ²//Σ ¢ŜŀǊŦǳƴŘΣ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 
Peace, Act Alliance and many others. 

Churches responding to spiritual and 
theological needs of faith communities.



Proposal for 3 Theologies and Scriptures 
that need to be strengthened to enhance 

solidarity and human coexistence including 
promoting gender justice during COVID-19 

and Beyond



Å¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
human being, thus protecting Human Rights for all.

Å.ƛōƭƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ άƘǳƳŀƴ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
άƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎέ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǎŜǇŀǊŀōƭŜΦ  IǳƳŀƴ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ 
derived from the image and likeness of God in every human being. On the 
other hand, human rights are based on the concept of human dignity 
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 1948). 

ÅIǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ōȅ DƻŘ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
dignity. The church therefore needs to confront any form of violation of 
human rights especially the escalating violation of the dignity and rights of 
women, girls, children and the most vulnerable in the light of Genesis 
1:27. 

Creation of human beings in the image 
and likeness of God (Genesis 1:27)



Å¢ƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎŜƭŦ-emptying (Kenosis) i.e. Jesus as God assuming a 
human body in order to save human beings, denotes the highest level of 
humility and self-sacrifice for the sake of others. In Philippians 2: 3-4, Paul 
exhorts the Philippians to imitate Jesus Christ in humility and selflessness 
in these words:

Å5ƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦƛǎƘ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴΧRather, in humility value others above 
yourselves,not looking to your own interests but each of you to the 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎέ ό±ǎ о-4).

ÅAt this time of COVI-19, humility and self-emptying (i.e. considering other 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tƘƛƭ нΥо-4), rekindle our 
African Philosophy of Ubuntu, that communicates our oneness as 
humanity,άL ŀƳ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜέΦ

Theology of Jesusô self-emptying (Kenosis) 
in line with the Philosophy of African Ubuntu 
(Philippians 2:1-11) 



ÅWŜǎǳǎΩ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ-emptying and African Ubuntu can be achieved 
during this pandemic through any form of selfless acts that contribute to 
the welfare of others including: 

ω Following regulations of hygiene measures recommended by the Ministry 
of Health, in order to protect oneself and others

ω Communicating accurate information in these times of crisis

ω Care i.e. offering humanitarian support and other necessary support

ω Not taking advantage of the situation to exploit others by 
misappropriating community resources and abusing their rights and 
dignity.



ÅIn I Corinthians 12, Paul images the Church as the body of Christ. The 
body has different parts and all are united into the one body. Each part is 
important and cannot work in isolation but functions for the common 
good. Any mistake or carelessness done by one part of the body affects 
the entire body.

ÅDuring this difficult time of COVID-19, this illustration of the church as a 
human body is powerful in reminding us how interconnected we are 
globally. Each Nation, and each Continent is dependent on the other. Each 
human being is dependent on the other, hence the indispensable need for 
solidarity and unity called upon by the UN Secretary General in his speech 
ƻƴ муǘƘ aŀȅ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǾŀ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά! ΨƳŀǎǎƛǾŜΩ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ 
effort by all countries is needed to tackle the COVID-мф ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎέΦ

Strengthening of Paulôs Image of the Church as the 
Body of Christ i.e. Celebrating our unity in diversity 
as Godôs gift (1 Corinthians 12)



Consequently, for example:
ÅFailure to implement the recommendations of WHO to minimise the spread of 

the virus.
ÅThe Xenophobic attacks, racism and any form of discrimination 
ÅThe Surging of domestic violence and child abuse; are violations directed 

against the body and should be highly condemned because they are a threat to 
the entire body. 

Covid-19 is the time when we can best celebrate our unity in diversity as a gift from 
God. Each member of the body has a role to play to eradicate the pandemic. 

Finally, Psalm 127: 1  points to human fragility and vulnerability apart from God. In 
the fight against COVID-19 pandemic, churches, governments, the health sector and 
the entire human race need to be dependent on God and collaborate with God in 
ǿƘƻƳ άǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ōŜƛƴƎέ ό!Ŏǘǎ мтΥнуύΦ



Thank you for listening.



Gender, Theologies 
and COVID-19

Niclas Lindgren
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