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Programme

13:05 GMTIntroduction,Rev. Dr. Lydia Mwanikill Africa Conference of Churches
13:20 GMTNiclas LindgrenPMU
13:30 GMTReflections and Questions to Speakers

13:45 GMTGuided Discussio(to all participants via text boxes):

QuestiolrgjI f?l:How can theology be engaged to inspire and empower action for gender just
our world”

Question 2:What is the role of theology during the COMI® pandemic to tackle inequalities
(including gender)?

Question 3:Suggested theology tools and resources for enabling gender transformative
responses.

14:00 GMTDiscussion
14:15 GMTENd






Gender, Theologies
and COVID-19

Rev. Dr. Lydia Mwaniki

Director of Gender, Women and Youth
All Africa Conference of Churches




ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES
CONFERENCE DES EGLISES DE TOUTE LAFRIQUE

Theology Is God-talk.



Introduction:

AThe Ten Theological theses on the Caidbandemic just about to be
published by the All Afrlca Conference of Churches (AACC), rightly sta
that, a1l 26 @S LJSI1 F02dzi D2R )\y NI
RSuSNJY)\ySa GKSUKSNI 2N y20G 6S A
SOSNE aAlddzr A2y €D

AAt this difficult time of COVH19 Pandemic, the Church as the salt of the
earth and the light of the world, has a responsibility to counter
misleading theologies (Geadlk) and messages by promoting accurate
and clear information, that is lifgiving in accordance to relevant
Scripture, in order to resist panic, and prevent stigma.



In this brief presentation, | will:

1. Explore some of the (misleading) theologies and scriptures that are
being promoted during this time

2. Ways In which faith leaders are responding to Ce@\A[ncluding
addressing the spiritual and theological needs of the faith
communities.

3. Finally, I will propose 3 theologies that need to be strengthened to
enhance human cexistence including gender justice



Misleading theologies on Coronavirus

A
KS . AGtS O2dzy i SNE K
y2gas y2d S90Sy GKS |

B. COVIEL9 pandemic was and is the biblically prophesied 666 number mentioned in
Revelations 13: 18

This can be countered by the fact that interpretation of symbolisms in each phrase in the Bool
of Revelation has been quite complex and cannot be concluded by such a narrow view.

/[ ® a F18 kak Been sent by God as a punishment for world sins, and that the only way is
repent and pray day and night because even medicine will not be found

LG Aa | FIFrOd GKFEO aAy FOGON)YOla D2RQAa 2dzR3!
form of suffering can be attributed to sin e.g. in the case of Job and the man who was born bl
In John 9:13



Churches responding to spiritual and

theological needs of faith communities.

Response by the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC)

(1) Countering misleading theologies

AAACC is working with churches at theological level, identifying and
addressing misleading theologies in connection with CQIAACC is
for examplejust abouttopublish ¢ Sy ¢ KS2f 23A 0O - ¢
M Iy RIECH prayiles theological reflections to guide the thinking
and actlons of the church at this time. With thanks to Church of Sweden

for support in publishing this resource.




Churches responding to spiritual and

theological needs of faith communities.

Response by the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC)

(1) Addressing issues of GBV and child abuse through member churches

AOn 19" May, 2020 | hosted a zoom meeting on GBV and Child Abuse
during Coviell9 Pandemic: Response of the Church in Africa. The
conference brought together over 30 church leaders heading the gendet
YR OKAft RNBYyQa LINPINFXYa FTNBY GKS

AEach of them highlighted powerful interventions that are being put in
place to mitigate forms of GBV, child abuse and hunger during the force

guarantine period.



Churches responding to spiritual and

theological needs of faith communities.

Response by the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC)

(1) Defending the dignity of Africanby Issuing statementg.g.

ATo condemn the French researchers who implied the tests for vaccines
should be done in Africa,

ACondemning the racist, xenophobic discrimination of Africans in China.

(iv) AACC has also been involved a lot with the AU Youth Envoy webinar:
on COVID19



Churches responding to spiritual and

theological needs of faith communities.

Interventions by other Faith Actors

AStreaming services live, offering humanitarian support, leading national
prayer days and teaching people the importance of obeying regulations
from the Ministry of Health

AOnline theological, pastoral and religious materials have been published
68 RATFTFSNBYU NBEtAIA2dza 2NBIFYAIT I
Commandments for Responsible Pastoral Reactions to the G@losia
¢CSY [/ 2YYIFIYRYSY(GasT . NBFR FT2NJ 0K
Peace, Act Alliance and many others.
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Proposal for 3 Theologies and Scriptures
that need to be strengthened to enhance
solidarity and human coexistence including
promoting gender justice during COVID-19
and Beyond



Creation of human beings in the image

and likeness of God (Genesis 1:27)

A

A

A

¢KAad GKS2f23é& LINRPY20Sa NBaLlSOa 7
human being, thus protecting Human Rights for all.

AOfAOlIfftesY FYyR Ifaz2z 00KS2t23AO0!I
aOAYIl IS 2F¥ D2R AYy KdzYly oSAy3ace |
derived from the image and likeness of God in every human being. On't

other hand, human rights are based on the concept of human dlgn'ity
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 1948).

dzYty o6SAy3a FNB OFfftSR dzL)l2y o0&
dignity. The church therefore needs to confront any form of violation of
numan rights especially the escalating violation of the dignity and rights

women, girls, children and the most vulnerable in the light of Genesis

1:27.



Theol ogy of -eth@\ynng skenosi® | f
In line with the Philosophy of African Ubuntu

(Philippians 2:1-11)

A KS2f 23¢é& 2hptyivnp(Kamsid i.ed IeduFas God assuming a
human body in order to save human beings, denotes the highest level o
humility and seHsacrifice for the sake of others. In Philippians-2, Paul
exhorts the Philippians to imitate Jesus Christ in humility and selflessne:
In these words:

A5 2 Yy2UKAY3I 2dzi Ratheranddnility dakie dth¥re dbave
yourselvesnot looking to your own Interests but each of you to the
AVISNBaloa 2F40KS 20KSNARE o6xa o

AAt this time of COV19, humility and selemptying (i.e. considering other
JS2 LI SQa )\)fu SNBada [ o2 a8), rekyide@dr 2
African Philosophy dibunty that communicates oubneness as
humanitydL 'Y 060SOlF dzAaS 46S | NBEO®




T

AWS & dza Q S E-{enphihgSand2Africad Wbtinfu can be achieved
during this pandemic through any form of selfless acts that contribute to
the welfare of others including:

e

Following regulations of hygiene measures recommended by the Ministr
of Health, in order to protect oneself and others

Communicating accurate information in these times of crisis
Care I.e. offering humanitarian support and other necessary support

Not taking advantage of the situation to exploit others by
misappropriating community resources and abusing their rights and
dignity.



Body of Christ i.e. Celebrating our unity in diversity
as Godos gift (1 Corinthians 1._,

Strengthening of Paul 6s | mage f‘*":hn

Aln | Corinthians 12, Paul images the Church as the body of Christ. The
body has different parts and all are united into the one body. Each part i
Important and cannot work in isolation but functions for the common
good. Any mistake or carelessness done by one part of the body affects
the entire body.

ADuring this difficult time of COWI®, this illustration of the church as a
human body is powerful in reminding us how interconnected we are
globally. Each Nation, and each Continent is dependent on the other. Ee
human being is dependent on the other, hence the indispensable need |
solidarity and unity called upon by the UN Secretary General in his spee
2y MyuK alé& Ay DSYSOlI ¢KSY KS al
effort by all countries is needed to tackle the COMIp LJF YRS Y A (



T

Consequently, for example:

A{:hailu_re to implement the recommendations of WHO to minimise the spread o
e virus.

AThe Xenophobic attacks, racism and any form of discrimination

AThe Surging of domestic violence and child abuse; are violations directed
against the body and should be highly condemned because they are a threat
the entire body.

Covid19 is the time when we can best celebrate our unity in diversity as a gift frormr
God. Each member of the body has a role to play to eradicate the pandemic.

Finally, Psalm 127: 1 points to human fragility and vulnerablllt%/ aﬁart from God. In
the fight against COVHDO pandemic, churches, governments, the health sector and
the entire human race need.to be delgendent on God and.collaboragte with God in
dgK2Y agS tADGS |y Y20S | YR KI @3S 2 dzNJ ¢



ALL AFRICA CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES
CONFERENCE DES EGLISES DE TOUTE LAFRIQUE

Thank you for listening.









